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The procedures

sworn notice to the Municipalities for roofs (except for roofs in 
the historical centre)

Article 27 bis 152/2006, Article 12 Legislative Decree 387/2003, Article 56 Law decree 76/2020

single authorization for plants until 1 MW

for plants over 1 MW at choice of the applicant:

OR

procedure of single 
environmental 

authorization with filing of 
environmental impact 

study (PAUR)

procedure of single 
authorization with filing of 
environmental screening
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The (theoretical) duration of the procedures 
• Immediate for the roofs

• 90 days from filing for the single authorization 
up to 1 MW

• About 1 year if PAUR procedure is followed 

• 180 days in case of single authorization + 
screening
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The effective  duration of the procedures 
• It varies from region to region. terms are 

generally not respected

• In region Campania and Basilicata 
procedures are long (years)

• Region Piemonte and Abruzzo are quick (for 
example 3 months for positive screening in 
province of Cuneo and 5 months for positive 
screening in region Abruzzo)
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Who is the decision maker about the authorization? 
For plants > 1 MW Substantially	the	decision	

is	in	charge	of

the	
Environmental	
Office	of	the	
province	or	of	
the	region	in	

case	of	screening

the	Regional	
Commission	for	

the	
environmental	

impact	
assessment	in	
case	of	PAUR

01 02

In case of screening,  
the coordination is in 

charge of energy 
office, but the 

decisive opinion is 
the screening of the 
Environmental Office

In case of PAUR, the 
Environmental Office  

coordinates the 
obtainment of the 
opinions of other 

bodies
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What are the criteria for the decision? 

The Environmental Authority shall reject the projects located in:

National guidelines Ministerial decree September 10, 2010

Unfit areas that shall be 
individuated by each region on 

the basis of 

NATIONAL CRITERIA

REGIONAL SPECIFIC CRITERIA
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Agricultural areas with a high performance of 
the soil or with typical products 
Areas relevant for biodiversity and preservation 
of natural elements 

Sites of community importance,  Iba, special 
protected areas, wet areas under ramsar treaty

Areas with hidrogeological issues

Unesco sites
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What are the 
national 
criteria of 
possible 
exclusion? 

Areas of archeological or historical interest

Areas of landscape interest if the plants may affect 
such areas 

These areas may be considered as unfit but not 
necessarily are unfit on a case by case assessment

National protected areas
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What are the limits for regional criteria? 
objective criteria

must refer to environment, landscape or heritage 

take into consideration urban, landscape and environmental planning

take into consideration the relevant carachteristics of any site 

different rules depending from the size of the plant

agricultural areas are not excluded in itself, exclusion must be grounded

negative provision of town plan can be overcome 
unfit areas shall be just specific areas. entire areas cannot be excluded 
without a specific assessment 
cumulative impact with other project can be taken into consideration
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01.
Roofs (do not have 
permit procedures 
except in case of 
installation in 
protected areas of 
big plants)

02.
Projects in 
industrial areas

03.
Projects in areas 
classed as 
agricultural areas, but 
previously dedicated 
to quarries and  
landfills, provided  
that the site has been 
environmentally 
restored

Projects with highest score of success? 

04.
Contaminated 
sites of national 
interest, if clean 
up is completed

Decree July 4, 2019 and Article 56 of Law Decree 76/2020
Highest score is for the projects actively supported by the Government 
also with incentives

For these projects the chance to get the permit is high and procedures 
may not require environmental impact assessment but just screening 
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absence of limits and restrictions and 

the integration with agriculture (agrophotovoltaic) 

that the area is already compromized environmentally and unfit for efficient 
agriculture.

Cumulative impact with other projects is also considered

01

02

03

04

Other projects in agricultural areas? 

Projects in agricultural areas (except for landfills and quarries) do not 
have access to the incentives. For these projects is generally key to 
demonstrate:
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Medium voltage projects  in agricultural 
areas 

medium voltage projects  have been authorized  in many 
regions

procedure in certain regions may be short (screening)

connection is generally easier than high tension there are critical 
areas identifiable in the website of the manager of the grid
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High voltage projects  in agricultural areas 

in few regions (substantially Lazio and Sicily) have been 
approved high voltage projects in agricultural areas on recent 
applications
procedure is  long and uncertain. Environmental impact 
assessment is usually required

for the connection shall be taken into consideration the sharing 
of the substation 
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PIEMONTE

Quick procedures with 
screening at least for 

medium voltage 
projects

TUSCANY

New law allowed 
plants up to 8 MWS in 

fit areas

ABRUZZO

Small scale medium 
voltage projects up to 

3 MWS have been 
approved in short time

Short overview of the more active regions 
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LAZIO

Big high voltage projects 
in agricultural areas have 
been approved. For part 
of the big projects there 

is a dispute with the 
government that intends 

to cancel the permits. 
There are medium 
voltage projects 

approved by screening

PUGLIA

There is  recent approval 
of a medium voltage 

projects with 
environmental impact 

assessment. Approval of 
big projects is difficult 
and also for medium 

voltage project selection 
is strong. Cumulative 
impact is considered

Short overview of the more active regions 
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BASILICATA

Many projects are 
filed. Procedures are 

long

SICILY

Big agrophotovoltaic
projects have been 

approved. Screening is 
generally rejected and 
environmental impact 
assessment is required  

also for medium 
tension projects

SARDINIA

Procedures are 
relatively short for 

industrial areas

Short overview of the more active regions 
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Authorizations for revamping 
Sworne notice to the municipality applicable also in 
case of increase of the power of the plant in case:

If the power is not increased the additional 
production will be granted of the incentives of the PV 
plant.Modification of the single authorization in the other 
cases. In case of changes in the shape of the plant 
could be required the performance of a preliminary 
assessment whether  screening is  necessary.

Article 56 of Law decree 76/2020

the area occupied is not increased

the  volume is not increased of more than 
15%the height is not increased of more than 
20%
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Authorizations for storage systems 

• Sworne notice up to 10 MWS provided that where 
environmental are required shall be obtained

• Simplified procedure if the storage system does not 
increase the area of the existing PV plant

• Single authorization in the other cases

Article 62 of Law decree 76/2020 as will be approved next week



18

Implementation of national energy plan
Article 50 of Law Decree 76/2020 as will be approved next week

The President of Counsel of Ministries 
shall individuate the plants necessary 
for the implementation of the energy 

plan and the areas unfit for the 
installation such plants

In such individuation shall be 
privileged built areas

Special procedures shell be 
individuated for such strategic plants

The environmental authorization of such strategic projects will be at national level

This could change the procedure for big plants


